[Spectrum of neuropsychiatric features associated with velocardiofacial syndrome (Deletion 22q11.2)].
Microdeletion 22q11.2 (22q11DS) is the most frequent chromosomal deletion known in man. Velocardiofacial syndrome is one of numerous clinical syndromes that can be attributed to this micro deletion. There is an increasing recognition of associations with neuropsychiatric disorders. Particularly, schizophrenic psychosis, attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), intellectual impairment and learning disabilities, seizures and motoric abnormalities have been identified in patients with 22q11DS. Recent studies supported the association of schizophrenia and 22q11DS, but the pathogenetic implications for idiopathic schizophrenia are still controversial. We report on two clinical cases in which psychotic symptoms led to the molecularcytogenetic diagnosis of microdeletion 22q11.2. Additionally, this article gives a systematic review of literature regarding psychiatric disorders, neurologic symptoms and partly corresponding morphological brain abnormalities in 22q11 deletion syndromes.